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THIS LESSON
INGORPORATES

Lesson 1

Observation
Greek word study

The 1970s saw an influx of books into the Christian market dealing with the
subject of spiritual gifts. It was a subject about which the body of Jesus
Christ knew relatively little at that time; its teaching had been, for the most
part, neglected. Of all the gifts, the one that was prominently taught before
the 1970s was the gift of tongues. At that time there was great confusion and
controversy within the body of Jesus Christ over this gift!

How grateful I am to the Lord for the many men who have taken the time to
provide Christian literature for the body of Jesus Christ on this neglected
subject of spiritual gifts. Yet, with all the literature available, I wonder how
many of us can speak with confidence and authority on the subject of the
gifts of the Spirit? As you read different books on the subject, you will find
varied teachings on these gifts. These variations with regard to the gifts in-
clude their number, their operation within the body of Christ,and even their
definition.

If you and I were to read any two of these books, and they varied in their
teaching on the gifts,how would we know which interpretation was correct?

O Beloved, we will never be sure of what is true until we know truth for our-
selves. His Word is truth. Jesus’ prayer was, “Sanctify them in the truth; Thy
word is truth” (John 17:17).

Our approach to this subject of spiritual gifts will be to search out what the
Word of God has to say on this subject; then, we will compare what we have
seen with the insights of other men of God. Having searched out truth for
ourselves, we will then be better qualified to evaluate that which we have
read or heard from others; and above all, we will be able to walk in the light
which we have received from the Spirit of God through the truth of the
Word of God.

So,let us begin ... with the Word. The New Testament book which contains
the most information on the gifts is 1 Corinthians. It is vital that we see
Paul’s thoughts on spiritual gifts in context.
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What moved Paul to devote so much of this letter to the subject of spiritual
gifts? Why, in the middle of this discourse on spiritual gifts, does Paul give
that immortal definition of love? These are questions we must answer if we
are ever to understand the true nature of these gifts and their importance to
the body of Jesus Christ.

Observation is the key that unlocks the door to correct interpretation of
Scripture. Be diligent this week as you lay a strong foundation through ob-
servation of these passages on spiritual gifts. It will make all the difference in
a biblical understanding of the gifts, for this is where some teachers take en-
tirely different tracks on spiritual gifts.

Paul wrote 1 Corinthians 1-6 responding to problems reported to him. Chapters 7-16
deal with questions that the Corinthians had written to him. Chapters 12-14 answer
their questions about spiritual gifts.

1. Your study time for this week will be spent doing observations on 1 Corinthi-
ans 12. Begin today by reading through your Observation Worksheet without
stopping to meditate so that you might gain a general understanding of the main
thrust of this passage. The Observation Worksheet on 1 Corinthians 12 is located
on page 11.

2. Read through 1 Corinthians 12 again and mark your Observation Worksheet noting
key repeated words, contrasts, lists, etc.,as you are taught to do in How fo Study Your Bi-
ble Precept Upon Precept. If this is your first Precept course, you need to take time to
read through the section “Part One, Observation — Discover What It Says!” in
How to Study Your Bible Precept Upon Precept.

1. Now read through 1 Corinthians 12 again noting any new insights. When you ob-
serve Scripture, you should always ask the 5 Ws and an H: who, what, when,
where, why, and how. The answers to these questions will give you a basis for un-
derstanding 1 Corinthians 12.

Let me show you how to do this by giving you some basic 5 Ws and an H questions.

Be sure to note the address of the Scripture verse that contains your answer. (There
may be more than one answer to the questions.)

© 1997 Precept Ministries International



a. What 1s the topic of this chapter?

b. What is Paul’s desire regarding this topic?

c. Who gives the gifts?

d. Who receives the gifts?

e. Why are the gifts given?

f.  When are the gifts given and/or received?

g. How are the gifts given?

© 1997 Precept Ministries International

Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1
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Lesson 1

h. What gifts are mentioned in this chapter? List them.

1. What analogy is used in 1 Corinthians 12 with respect to spiritual gifts?

1) What is Paul showing through the use of this analogy?

2) Why do you think Paul chose this analogy to communicate truth?

© 1997 Precept Ministries International
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2. Complete your work on your Observation Worksheet of 1 Corinthians 12 and
record your insights on the following:

a. List the contrasts and explain what these contrasts teach about spiritual gifts.

b. What comparison does Paul continue to make in this chapter? Explain what
you learned about spiritual gifts from this comparison.

c. From your observations of chapter 12, what have you learned at this point con-

cerning spiritual gifts? List below.

If you will read 1 Corinthians 12 aloud every day (preferably once in the morning
and once at night), you will find that it will become a part of you!

© 1997 Precept Ministries International
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Your assignment for the next two days will be to do word studies of some of the key
words in 1 Corinthians 12.

To help you understand exactly what the Spirit of God is trying to convey in 1 Corin-
thians 12, I believe you need to have a clear definition of some of the terminology.

If you have never taken Precept Upon Precept or if you need a review, read the section
“It’s All Greek to Me!” in How to Study Your Bible Precept Upon Precept.

1. Look up the following words in your concordance to find the Greek words and
definitions. Then, consult your expository dictionary and any other Greek word
study tools you may have for further insight into the meaning of each particular
word. Record your findings next to each word.

a. gifts — 1 Corinthians 12:4

b. spiritual[s] — 1 Corinthians 12:1

c. wvarieties (diversities, differences, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:4-6

d. distributing (dividing, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:11
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e. ministries (administrations, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:5

. eftects (operations, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:6

g. manifestation — 1 Corinthians 12:7

h. works (worketh, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:11

1. individually (severally, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:11

j- division (schism, KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:25

© 1997 Precept Ministries International
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k. desire (covet,KJV) — 1 Corinthians 12:31 (See if you can find out if this verb is
singular or plural.)

2. Now read through 1 Corinthians 12 again,incorporating these definitions into the

text, and see if this gives you any further insight into what God is saying to us
through Paul.

. Read through 1 Corinthians 12:4-6 carefully and note the reference to the

“Spirit,” the “Lord,” and “God.”

2. Why do you think the Godhead is referred to in this way in 1 Corinthians 12:4-6?

Remember, Beloved, each word of God is significant (Psalm 12:6); thus, there must
be something special or significant that God is trying to convey to His people in
this passage.

Is God reiterating the same truth three times in verses 4, 5, and 62 What is He
teaching us in this passage? Study, pray,and meditate on the passage carefully; then,
record your insights. Do not panic thinking that you may not have the right answer
or the exact answer. There are several different interpretations of these verses;
therefore, before we look at men’s interpretations, we need to glean all we can for
ourselves so that we will be better able to evaluate what others say.
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3. What point(s) do you think Paul is trying to make about spiritual gifts in 1 Corin-
thians 127 How does he make his point(s)?

4. How can you apply what you learned from the preceding questions to your own
life?

5. Memorize 1 Corinthians 12:4-7. Those of you who have additional study time
would find it very profitable to also memorize 1 Corinthians 12:12,13, 18.

Well, Beloved, I pray God’s Word has quickened within you a real desire to know your spiritual

gifts so that you might realize your position in the body and your ability to function as a healthy,
vital member of His body. May God use this study to mobilize you into an even more effective
ministry than you have ever known before!
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1 CORINTHIANS 12

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to
be unaware.

You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to
the dumb idols, however you were led.

Therefore I make known to you, that no one speaking by the
Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say,

“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

10

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.

And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.
And there are varieties of effects, but the same God who works
all things in all persons.

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
common good.

For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit,
and to another the word of knowledge according to the same
Spirit;

to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of
healing by the one Spirit,

and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another

prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to
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Spiritual Gifts

Lesson 1

11



12

11

Spiritual Gifts

another wvarious kinds of tongues, and to another the
interpretation of tongues.
But one and the same Spirit works all these things,

distributing to each one individually just as He wills.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all
the members of the body, though they are many, are one body,
so also 1s Christ.

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free,and we were all made to
drink of one Spirit.

For the body is not one member, but many.

If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand,I am not a part
of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the
body.

And if the ear should say, “Because [ am not an eye,] am not a
part of the body; it is not for this reason any the less a part of the
body.

If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If
the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be?
But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in

the body, just as He desired.

Lesson 1
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And if they were all one member, where would the body be?
But now there are many members, but one body.

And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”;
or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”

On the contrary, it is much truer that the members of the
body which seem to be weaker are necessary;

and those members of the body, which we deem less honorable,
on these we bestow more abundant honor,and our unseemly
members come to have more abundant seemliness,

whereas our seemly members have no need of it. But God has so
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that
member which lacked,

that there should be no division in the body, but that the
members should have the same care for one another.

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if
one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it.
And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings,

helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.
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29 Allare not apostles,are they? All are not prophets,are they? All

30

31

are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are
they?

All do not have gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak
with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do they?

But earnestly desire the greater gifts.

And I show you a still more excellent way.
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